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Two UH Graduate Students Ship 15,000 Cut-
tings of 11 Newly Released UH Leucosper-
mum hybrid cultivars to 17 Hawaii Growers 
 

Ken Leonhardt 
 

Ashley Lelie and Andrew Dedrick are non-traditional gradu-
ate students in Ken Leonhardt's lab in the Department of 
Tropical Plant and Soil Sciences, in the College of Tropical 
Agriculture and 
Human Re-
sources 
(CTAHR) at the 
University of 
Hawaii at 
Manoa (UHM). 
Both are keenly 
interested in the 
new "Tropical" 
genetics that 
Leonhardt has 
been developing 
for several years 
now. Ashley's 
Masters of Sci-
ence research 
involves poly-
ploid induction 
in mamaki, Pip-
turus albidus, a 
native plant 
with medicinal 
properties used 
to make a bev-

erage tea. His interest in tropical Leucospemum hybrids is 
commercial production. In a previous career Ashley had a 
standout 7-year NFL career as a wide receiver with the Denver 
Broncos (4 yrs), San Francisco 49ers, Atlanta Falcons and 
Oakland Raiders following a brilliant career with the UH War-
riors from 1999 through 2001 with Coach June Jones. Ashley 
also holds a BA degree in History and an MBA from UH 
Manoa. Currently he has business interests in chicken egg pro-
duction and container nursery crops.  

Andrew's Mas-
ters of Science 
research is the 
evaluation of 
several hybrids 
bred for tropical 
conditions but 
not yet tested on 
farms at eleva-
tions lower than 
the Kula Re-
search Station 
on Maui at 
3,000 feet. Cut-
tings of these 
hybrids have 
recently been 
obtained and 
will be grown at 
several low ele-
vation sites on 
Oahu. In addi-
tion, his re-
search has a  
 

   Ashley Lelie and Andrew Dedrick, in the packing house of Resendiz Brothers Protea  
   Growers, preparing boxes of Leucospermum cuttings for shipment to Hawaii growers.  
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strong extension component to it, and this was part of the mo-
tivation for the excursion to San Diego. Andrew and his wife 
Layla own Native Farms Hawaii, a 13 acre container ornamen-
tal plant nursery in Waimanalo, windward Oahu. Their prod-
ucts are sold in all 7 Home Depot stores statewide. Previously 
they founded and later sold several horticultural related busi-
nesses including a turf farm and Geobunga, a hardscapes com-
pany. Andrew also holds a BA in History from UH Manoa. 

Ashley and Andrew financed the trip for the three of us to fly 
to San Diego and harvest and ship over 15,000 cuttings of 11 
new UH Leucospermum hybrids to 17 growers from the Big 
Island (8), Oahu (5), Maui (2), Molokai and Lanai. No funding 
was sought from UH. And the cuttings were free to the Hawaii 
growers who placed orders. Thank you Ashley and Andrew! 

 

The parent plants have been growing at Resindez Brothers 
Protea Growers (RBPG) farm in Fallbrook for several 
years under a Trial Agreement between Ken, Mel Resin-
dez, CEO, RBPG and the UH Office of Technology 
Transfer and Economic Development (OTTED). Although 
Mel's assessment of the new cultivars is that they are all 
suitable for commercial cut flower production, container 
flowering plant production and for landscape uses, Ken 
made the decision this year to not patent the new cultivars 
and seek royalties for the continued support of his re-
search. There are several reasons including the following: 

1) Protea cultivation in Hawaii, particularly on Maui, is in 
a freefall having registered sales of over $2.1M in 2007 
and steadily dropping to only $0.6M in 2020, the last year 
sales were published. The number of producers has also 
declined from 33 in 1999 to 16 in 2020. Protea cultiva-
tion is in need of a rapid revitalization.  
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A view of a small portion of Resendiz Brothers 250 acres of 
protea production in Fallbrook, California. Plan to see it first 
hand at the IPA Conference in March/April 2025. 

Ken and Dr. Laura Fletcher with cuttings from a field planting.   

Juan, Ricardo, Ken and Henrique load a truck with bags of 
cuttings for transport to a cold room to draw off the field heat 
prior to sorting, packaging and boxing.  

Ken, about to take the bags of cuttings into the cold room at 
Resindez Brothers Protea Growers. 



 
 

 

6) The farming community is lucky to have two outstanding 
County Extension Agents in Russell Galanti and Alberto Ri-
cordi who believe in the expansion of Hawaii protea cultiva-
tion with the new tropical germplasm and have identified 
many potential cooperators and growers whom we hope to 
work with in the coming years.  
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2) The major wholesale florists in Hilo and in Honolulu are 
importing cut protea flowers from California growers due to 
the lack of a local supply, indicating that protea cultivation in 
Hawaii is in need of a rapid revitalization.  

3) Many Maui protea growers are facing the same fate that 
farming families are facing statewide, in that they are aging 
out and in many cases the children do not want to be farmers. 

4) There is limited expansion potential for protea cultivation at 
the elevations required by traditional varieties, ~ 3,000 feet, 
for reasons of land availability and cost. 

5) All of the above are reasons to expedite the distribution of 
the tropical protea germplasm, as cuttings, to growers through-
out the state who have farms from sea level to 4,000 feet ele-
vation. Andrew has taken this on as a component of his MS 
research. The easiest way to achieve such a rapid distribution 
of cuttings to growers is to do what Ashley and Andrew just 
did; don't get bogged down with the layers of red tape required 
by OTTED and CTAHR. They just threw their cash on the 
counter and said, "Let's do this for Hawaii growers."  
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Ken and Ashley sorting and grading cuttings. 

Ashley and Laura reviewing orders and packing boxes. 

More cuttings of new cultivars for shipment to Hawaii growers. 

Boxes of protea cuttings for shipment to Hawaii  growers. 

Now, there are three other wonderful friends who contributed 
greatly to the distribution of these cuttings to the 17 Hawaii 
growers, and they are my longtime good friends Mel Resin-
dez, Diana Roy and Dr. Laura Fletcher. Mel and I found our-
selves sharing a room at a hotel in South Africa at one of the 
early IPA/ISHS conferences and became friends. Mel is the 
President of the International Protea Association (IPA). Diana 
runs the office for RBPG, produces all the newsletters and 
flashy promotions, and is the VP of the IPA. Dr. Laura is a 
semi-retired ER physician with a keen interest in protea and 
tropical fruits and has a farm in Fallbrook. She is the treasurer 
of the California Protea Association.  

The International Protea Cultivar Register 
 

12th Edition, March 2022, is available at this link. 
 

https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/doaDev/sideMenu/
plantProduction/doc/IPCR%20March%202022-12th%
20edition.pdf  

https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/doaDev/sideMenu/plantProduction/doc/IPCR%20March%202022-12th%20edition.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/doaDev/sideMenu/plantProduction/doc/IPCR%20March%202022-12th%20edition.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/doaDev/sideMenu/plantProduction/doc/IPCR%20March%202022-12th%20edition.pdf


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are grateful to Laura who met me on the morning of the 
first harvest day at the Hawaii varieties trial site. Laura had 
the plot map, because she had been doing some pollinations 
for me, since I do not have easy access to these cultivars at 
the Kula Research Station, nor the technical assistance for 
breeding. Mel provided three of his field workers to assist us 
with harvesting the cuttings, and Laura, being fluent in Span-
ish, made the field work run smoothly. Gracias, Senorita 
Laura! (That is the extent of my Spanish). And thank you 
Mel, for providing the field assistants. I could not have com-
pleted the harvest without them.  

Please make your plans to participate in the XX IPA Confer-
ence and XV ISHS Protea Research Symposium in Temecula 
(San Diego County) in March/April 2025. There will be a 2-
day bus excursion to visit Mel's 300 acre Mexican protea 
farm. You do not want to miss that.  
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More new UH introductions of ñTropicalò proteas for Hawaii 
growers 

Boxes of protea cuttings about to be picked up by FedEx for 
delivery to 17 Hawaii growers on 5 islands.  

Diana Roy runs the business office for Resendiz Brothers Pro-
tea Growers, produces all the newsletters, blogs other social 
media platforms and creates all of those flashy promotions. 
She is also the VP of the IPA. Photo from RBPG website. 

Mel Resendiz, CEO of Resendiz Brothers Protea Growers. 
Photo from RBPG website. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Leucospermum cutting propagation 
 
Russell Galanti 
 

I produced a quick video on how I process and root Leucosper-
mum cuttings. The video is brief because I wanted to get some-
thing to you quickly, but covers the essentials. Please see the 
video link below. 
 

https://youtu.be/4T0yJ8ltbb8 
 

Disclaimer, the methods in this video are my individual meth-
ods and are based on anecdotal evidence from my Leucosper-
mum propagation efforts. 
 

Hope this helps for those that are new to Leucospermum prop-
agation. If you have questions or follow up from the video 
please reach out to me and Ken. 
 

Aloha, 
Russell 
 

University of Hawaii at Manoa 
College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources 
Tropical Plant and Soil Sciences Department 
Komohana Research and Extension Center 
875 Komohana St, Hilo HI 96720 
 

Join the International Protea Association 
(IPA) 
 

Web: https://www.ipa-protea.org/membership/ 
 

Membership: https://www.ipa-protea.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/08/IPA-Membership-form-2019.pdf 
 

Join the International Society for Horticultur-
al Science (ISHS) 
 
Web: www.ishs.org     
          http://www.ishs.org/science/OP2.php 
 
The ISHS, dating from 1864 and formally constituted in 
1959, has more than 7000 members representing some 
150 countries. It is the world's leading 
independent organization of horticultural scientists and 
publishes Acta Horticulturae, Chronica Horticulturae, and 
Scripta Horticulturae. 
 

Archives of Previous Newsletters 
 

Hawaii Protea Growers Newsletter, Vol. 2, No. 1 
https://gms.ctahr.hawaii.edu/gs/handler/getmedia.ashx?
moid=72333&dt=3&g=12  
 

Hawaii Protea Growers Newsletter, Vol. 1, No. 1 
https://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/leonhardtk/PNI1_1.pdf  
 

Protea Newsletter International, Vol. 2, No. 1 
https://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/leonhardtk/pni_2.pdf  
 

Protea Newsletter International, Vol. 1, No. 1 
https://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/leonhardtk/PNI1_1.pdf  
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Protea stems brought from the field in buckets to the cold room. 

An employee grading to stem length and making bundles. 

Inside the cold room at Resendiz Brothers Protea Growers. 

https://youtu.be/4T0yJ8ltbb8
https://gms.ctahr.hawaii.edu/gs/handler/getmedia.ashx?moid=72333&dt=3&g=12
https://gms.ctahr.hawaii.edu/gs/handler/getmedia.ashx?moid=72333&dt=3&g=12
https://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/leonhardtk/PNI1_1.pdf
https://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/leonhardtk/pni_2.pdf
https://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/leonhardtk/PNI1_1.pdf

