Cover Crop Calculator Quick Guide

1. Records sheet
Collect information needed to use
the Cover Crop Calculator by
completing the records sheet
provided.

regon State

UNIVERSITY

Extension Service

2. Fertilizer analysis

worksheet
Enter the guaranteed analysis and % dry
matter for your fertilizers.

3. Cover crop analysis

worksheet
Enter cover crop field and lab data.

4. Your costs worksheet

Enter your costs for managing cover crops
and applying fertilizers.

5. Cost comparisons worksheet
Enter the cost of fertilizers and compare the cost of
nutrients from all amendments & cover crops.

6. Nutrients provided worksheet
Enter fertilizer application rates. Review cost
and nutrient values of soil amendments and
cover crops to develop fertilizer plans.

http://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/calculator



Cover Crop Field Sampling
Quick Guide

regon State

UNIVERSITY

1. Sampling frame
Make a sampling frame 2’ or
longer on each side.

Extension Service

2. Field sampling
Immediately before cover crop incorporation,
cut at least 5 quadrats from representative
areas in the field, more if stands are uneven.
Cut plants rooting within the frame at ground
level and collect in bags.

3. Handling the field sample
Remove soil, break large plants and thoroughly
mix the sample. Record fresh weight of the field
sample to 0.1lb accuracy (oz x 0.063 = |bs).

4. Handling the subsample
Take about a 1 Ib (or 1 gal) representative sub-

sample. Send fresh sample to lab. Request %
dry matter and total %N on a dry weight basis

5. Cover Crop Calculator
Record field and lab data on the records sheet
provided. Enter cover crop data in the in ‘Cover Crop
Analysis’ worksheet. Refer to Cover Crop Calculator
Quick Guide to continue.

http://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/calculator



