.

Specialty and Minor Crops Ha

fennel, and parsley.

Market Information
are the principal
have commercial production areas.

and fresh dill i
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Packaging. Dill is packaged 12 to 18 plants to the

bunch for fresh market sales.
Climatic requirements Dill ta a
long days and cool] J
on

Diseases generally do not
Insect

during flowering.

propagatton md care.

78 P opagL by seed in

in *Pe spring, germina-

include aphids

Seedcorn maggot is a small, legles
on and destroys germinating
and field selection can minimize

Dill •

Dill competes poorly with weeds. Cultivate as
often as necessary when weeds are small. Proper
cultivation, field selection, and rotations can

reduce or eliminate the need for chemical weed
control. Irrigate during any periods of growth.
Wind can destroy the tall, spindly stalks. The seeds
ripen in autumn and can be collected as soon as
the first few fall, 2 to 3 weeks after blossoming.
Snip off the flower heads and spread them out on
trays in the sun for a few days. When the flower
heads are completely dry, the seeds will release
easily from the heads. Store in airtight containers.
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esh dillweed can be refrigerated for only a cou
ple of days before it droops and loses flavor. When
drying the aromatic, anise-tasting leaves, start cutting
the leafy stalks before the flower heads appear. Spread
the leaves on a wire rack in a shady, cool place.

In large-scale production, shattering losses can
be a problem. Seeds tend to ripen at different times,
so the timeliness of harvest is critical to maximize
seed yield. If you are growing dill for its essential
oil, harvest it before it flowers and then steam-dis

till it the same day.

Sources
Seed
NOTE: Dill seed is widely available.

More information
Kowalchik, Claire, and William Hylton, eds. 1987.
Rodale's illustrated encyclopedia of herbs. Rodale Press,

Mansour, N. S. 1990. Dill. Vegetable Crops Recommen
dations. Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR.
Simon, James, Alena Chadwick, and Lyle Craker. 1984.
Herbs: An indexed bibliography 1971-1980. Archon
Books, Hamden, CT.
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