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Island state 



12.20.17 S/H DBED, Hawaii State Data Center, US Census Bureau

Hawai ƛpopulation (2017): 1,427,538



Import 80-90 % of our food supply



Vulnerable
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улΩǎΥ DƛƴƎŜǊ όǊŜŎƻǊŘύ
Del Monte cannery closes

Fresh Cut Pineapple
Corn seed, mac nut, and coffee research 

2007-Del Monte Closed

2016-Maui Sugar closes

2000
USDA NOP established

Census of Agriculture, USDA
2014: Organic farms = 166 (certified and exempt)

флΩǎ 5ƻƭŜ tƛƴŜŀǇǇƭŜ ŎŀƴƴŜǊȅΣ Hamakua, 
Hilo, Oahu, Kau, Lahaina, and Wailaua

Sugar close

GMO Papaya, Banana (record)
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Based on 2012 U.S. Census of Agriculture data provided by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS ) for the 
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA)



88%
Less than 50 acres

12% Greater 
than 50 acres

Average Size of Hawaii Farms

Account for 91% of 
Annual Sales

Account for 9% of 
Annual Sales

Based on 2012 U.S. Census of Agriculture data provided by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS ) for the 
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA)
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Total Sales by Size of Farm

829 farms account for 91% 
of Annual Sales

6171 farms account of 9% of annual sales

Based on 2012 U.S. Census of Agriculture data provided by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS ) for the 
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA)
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Farming as a Primary Occupation 

Based on 2012 U.S. Census of Agriculture data provided by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS ) for the 
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA)



Women Operators in HI & USA

Based on 2012 U.S. Census of Agriculture data provided by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS ) for the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA)

ÅNationally, women operate 30% 
of US farmland. 

ÅThey control 7% of US farmland. 

ÅAccount for 3% of national sales

ÅPrincipal (women) operators 
typically have smaller farms and 
acreage 
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Fertilizer and Chemical Use Over Time

Any fertilizer, manure, or chemical Control insects (farms) Weeds (farms)

Nematodes (farms) Diseases (farms) Manure farms)

Based on 2012 U.S. Census of Agriculture data provided by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS ) for the 
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA)



{ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ
ÅLarge producers account for majority of the annual sales

ÅSmall producers are abundant but contribute less in annual sales

ÅAverage age of the local farmer is 60

ÅFifty two percent of our farmers are fill time operators

ÅWe have more women farmers than the national average

ÅFertilizer and chemical use (all types) are increasing



How Can CTAHR Help? 
ÅSupport the larger producers
ÅRegulations such as food safety, worker protection, etc.

ÅAddress the cost and issues associated with pest control and nutritional inputs

ÅScale up the smaller producers
ÅEducational programming for programs like GoFarmHawaii and others

ÅIncrease their annual sales > full time farmers

ÅEncourage and recruit young professionals into agriculture
ÅUndergraduate, graduate and high school involvement



People

PlanetProfit

Sustainable and Organic Agriculture Program (SOAP)

ÅEstablished in 2008

ÅCertified organic research 
plots starting in 2009

ÅStatewide program 
focuses on:
ÅIncreasing farm income 
ÅPromoting environmental 

stewardship
ÅSupporting prosperous 

farm families and 
communities



Advancing Sustainable Agriculture with SARE

Å92 grant projects funded since 1988
Å5.5 million dollars in funding into Hawaii

ÅSustainable and organic agriculture impacts
Å1032 farms conducted no till practices 
Å385 farms implemented conservation tillage
Å365 farms implemented cover cropping 

systems
Å53% of producers using a new technique after 

reading a SARE publication
Å79% improved soil quality through SARE project
Å64% of producers said their project helped 

them reach higher sales

Based on 2012 U.S. Census of Agriculture data provided by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS ) for the 
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA)



Organic Agriculture Impacts in Hawaii 

Å166 organic farms in 2014
ÅCertified or exempt

Å7 farms in transition

Å~13 million in annuals sales 

Å~$1.8 million in value added 

Å59% increase in organic produce

Å100% increase in vegetables

Summary courtesy Nancy King, based on 2014 USDA Organic Survey

https://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Organics/



Statewide SOAP Program
ÅAg Professional Trainings (annual)

ÅApplied Research 

ÅSoap Learning Centers

ÅOrganic certified plots

ÅOutreach materials and events
ÅWorkshops, field days, traveling team, etc.

ÅWebsite Information

ÅOnline Quarterly Newsletter
ÅTopic Leaders

ÅSocial Media Awareness Campaigns

ÅTestimony to increase awareness

ÅGo Farm & Master Gardener instruction and field support

ÅStudent organic farm training (SOFT) 







Applied Research 
ÅLocal Fertilizers 

ÅPest Control

ÅVariety trials

ÅNew crops

ÅGE/Conventional/Organic




